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HARRIS DAM, REMOVAL OF ADDITIONAL WATER 

708. Mr B.J. Grylls to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

I refer to the 7.7 GL taken from the Harris Dam by the Water Corporation and ask - 

(a) did the Government negotiate an agreement with Harvey Water to remove the additional 7.7 
GL for the metropolitan area from the Harris Dam; and 

(b) will the Government provide Harvey Water with a guarantee for $3.6 million for salinity 
mitigation for the Wellington Dam and if so, when will the funding commence and over what 
time period? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

(a) Yes. The Water and Rivers Commission, as the department responsible for water resource 
management on behalf of the Government, negotiated an agreement between Water 
Corporation and Harvey Water to modify the customary-way the Harris and Wellington Dams 
were to be operated during the 2001-2002 irrigation season because of the severity of the 
drought.  Under normal operations, 14 GL of fresh water was to be released from Harris 
Reservoir to improve the salinity of supply from Wellington Reservoir.  Wellington Reservoir 
provides the water supply to irrigation customers of Harvey Water.  It was agreed that this 
water would not be released from Harris Reservoir but be available for diversion to the 
Integrated Water Supply Scheme serving Perth and connected areas.  The amount diverted by 
the Water Corporation was to be in accord with their licensed approvals from the Water and 
Rivers Commission.  

The agreement enabled additional water to be supplied to the Integrated Water Supply Scheme 
during the 2001-2002 summer period.   

The agreement was conditional on the Water Corporation and Harvey Water agreeing on 
compensation for the effects of higher salinity water resulting from the decision not to release 
the 14 GL of fresh water from Harris to Wellington Reservoir.  The parties agreed that the 
Water Corporation should invest in actions on the Wellington Dam Catchment, to match 
funding from the Commonwealth Government under the National Action Plan on Salinity and 
Water Quality (NAP) as part of the compensation package.  

(b) The Water Corporation is required to spend at least $3.6 million within the next five years on 
measures to improve the salinity of inflow to Wellington Reservoir. This is the Water 
Corporation’s minimum funding commitment and is required to off-set the impact of diverting 
5 GL/year of fresh water from Harris Reservoir to the Integrated Water Supply Scheme.   

 


